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“5C BRIEFING 11 fugust 1854

SEIPING ADMITS FLOOD DISASTER
i, Peiping now admiis flood damage awounts Lo major disaster:

A, Beiore, Chinese Cowmmunists insisied that {loodwalers
under control asd damsge slight.

W, fdow adwmii ihat six perceut of China's cultivated
iand--about 23,000 square miles, unearly size of state
of indiana--has been inundated.

C. This land, mostly in rice-rich area of Ceatral (hina,
would normally grow over 1li percenit of China's
annual food crops.

i1, Peiping geouinely surprised by scope of disastier.

i, ¥ay bhave been {coled by temporary drop in Yangtze
water level at Haonkow in late July.

¥, bui river began rising again; by 1J August had reached
record 57 ioot level (previous high, in 1931, 33} feet).

11k, 19321 was year oif mosi damaging flood in modern Chinese
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A. affecied an arez of 85,000 square miles: demage

estimated at U3 21.3 bidlion.

B. In addition to millions in flooded cities, 25 milliesn

farw population hit.

iV, Treseat Chinese food purchases abroad issufficient 1o

meat disaster. 25X1

C. Moreover, Teiping has large rice expori commitments:

270,000 tons to Ceylon for rubber; 200,000 tons Lo USSH,

¥, Peiping's public (8 August) ademission of flood damape sug-

gests Chinese might now welcome foreign relief.,
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c.

ﬁéviet aid to Peiping likely to be forthcoming:
Pravda first noted flood on 9 Jugusi, sayisg critical
struggle being waged against floods in China.
Peiping's prestige ian Orbit, emphasis on Eino-

Soviet ~frieandship’, would make rellei gesture necessary.

Alsc precedent for Communist acceptance estern relierl,

xv)“

i Eastern Buropean Satel}ites of fered US emergeacy

ilood relief, East Germany and Hungary have accepted,
Rumania politely declined, Czechoslovakia has noi replied.
Hungary also accepted butch offer of 50,000 guilaers

(€8 $13,000).

Fast German press and radio has portrayed acceplance

of ‘geaerous olier as expression of East German

policy of “furthering. . . international understanding.”’

Communist China is in more awkward position, however, as

regards any possible offer of US aid.

A,

Ej.

Peiping bas zlways denied possibility of “genuirne

friendly aid” from US.

Peiping’s iniernal program relies more heavily on
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anti-American propaganda than any Satellite.
C. Pelping would certainly prefer that aid come {rom
Orbit, Aslap “"neutrals’ or other states recognizing

Communisi China.
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